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Part I: The Hidden Problem 

Facts and Figures 
More statistics on child farmworkers and information about the extent of the problem. 

Source: Farm Worker Conditions, National Farm Worker Ministry,   
http://www.nfwm.org/fw/childlabor.shtml, and 

Fingers to the Bone: United States Failure to Protect Child Farmworkers, 
Human Rights Watch, 2000 

http://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/laborctr/child_labor/
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Ñ~êã=ïçêâI=ïáíÜ=ÉñÉãéíáçåë=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=Ñçê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~ë=óçìåÖ=~ë=NM=çê=NNK=
píìÇáÉë=Ü~îÉ=ëÜçïå=íÜ~í=ã~åó=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ìåÇÉê=~ÖÉ=NO=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=Çç=Ñ~êã=
ïçêâK=qÜáë=ÇçìÄäÉ=ëí~åÇ~êÇ=~ãçìåíë=íç=ÇáëÅêáãáå~íáçå=~Ö~áåëí=ÅÜáäÇ=Ñ~êã=
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Å~êÉ=Ñ~ÅáäáíáÉë=~êÉ=ê~êÉäó=~î~áä~ÄäÉI=
ã~åó=Ñ~êãïçêâÉê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~êÉ=
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ãÉí~Äçäáëãë=ÇáÑÑÉê=Ñêçã=íÜçëÉ=çÑ=
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`Ü~åÖáåÖ=ëÅÜççäë=çÑíÉå=áë=Ü~êÇ=çå=ãáÖê~åí=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Éãçíáçå~ääóK=`ÜáäÇêÉå=~êÉ=ãçêÉ=äáâÉäó=íç=
Çêçé=çìí=çÑ=ëÅÜççä=áÑ=íÜÉó=ÅÜ~åÖÉ=ëÅÜççäë=Ñçìê=çê=ãçêÉ=íáãÉëK=qÜÉ=jáÖê~åí=eÉ~Ç=pí~êí=
mêçÖê~ãI=~=ÑÉÇÉê~ääó=ëìÄëáÇáòÉÇ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=éêçÖê~ãI=Ü~ë=éêçîÉå=íç=ÄÉ=îÉêó=ÄÉåÉÑáÅá~ä=íç=
ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïÜç=ãçîÉ=ÑêÉèìÉåíäó=ÄìíI=~ë=ïáíÜ=ãçëí=éêçÖê~ãëI=íÜÉ=åÉÉÇ=çìíïÉáÖÜë=íÜÉ=êÉëçìêÅÉëK=
eçïÉîÉêI=íÜÉêÉ=áë=ëçãÉ=ÜçéÉ=áå=êÉÅÉåí=óÉ~êëK=aÉëéáíÉ=íÜÉ=ÇÉÉé=Éãçíáçå~ä=íáÉë=~åÇ=íê~Çáíáçåë=
íÜ~í=ÄáåÇ=íÜÉ=Ñ~êãïçêâÉê=Ñ~ãáäóI=áí=~ééÉ~êë=íÜ~í=ãçêÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=~êÉ=åçï=ÄÉáåÖ=~ääçïÉÇ=íç=ëí~ó=
ÄÉÜáåÇ=áå=ëÅÜççä=ïÜÉå=çíÜÉê=Ñ~ãáäó=ãÉãÄÉêë=ãáÖê~íÉK=bÇìÅ~íçêë=ïÜç=ïçêâ=ïáíÜ=ãáÖê~åí=
ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ë~ó=íÜ~í=RR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ãáÖê~åí=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Öê~Çì~íÉ=å~íáçåïáÇÉI=Åçãé~êÉÇ=ïáíÜ=çåäó=QR=
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^ÇÇáíáçå~ääóI=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=íÜÉ=~ÅÅìäíìê~íáçå=äÉîÉäë=çÑ=é~êÉåíë=~åÇ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=éä~ÅÉ=~=ëíê~áå=çå=
íÜÉ=Ñ~ãáäóK=aìÉ=íç=íÜÉáê=ëìéÉêáçê=båÖäáëÜ=ä~åÖì~ÖÉ=ÑäìÉåÅóI=ëçãÉ=ãáÖê~åí=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=êÉÑÉê=íç=
íÜÉãëÉäîÉë=~ë=åÉÖçíá~íçêë=Ñçê=íÜÉáê=é~êÉåíëI=~=êçäÉ=êÉèìáêáåÖ=ëâáääë=ïÉää=ÄÉóçåÇ=íÜçëÉ=ÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=
Ñçê=~=ÅÜáäÇDë=~ÖÉK=ïïïKåÅÑÜKçêÖ

qÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=~å=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=VMMIMMM=ãáÖê~åí=ëíìÇÉåíëK=^Äçìí=RMB=ÑáåáëÜ=ÜáÖÜ=ëÅÜççäK=E?`Ü~åÖáåÖ=
pÅÜççä=táíÜ=íÜÉ=pÉ~ëçåI?=`Üêáëíá~å=pÅáÉåÅÉ=jçåáíçêK=cÉÄêì~êó=NRI=OMMRF=
=

få=çêÇÉê=íç=ÜÉäé=ëìééçêí=íÜÉáê=Ñ~ãáäáÉëI=ã~åó=Ñ~êã=ïçêâÉê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Çêçé=çìí=çÑ=ëÅÜççä=~åÇ=
ïçêâ=~äçåÖëáÇÉ=íÜÉáê=é~êÉåíë=áå=íÜÉ=ÑáÉäÇK=qÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ãáÖê~åí=ÅÜáäÇ=ã~ó=~ííÉåÇ=íÜêÉÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=
ëÅÜççäë=ÇìêáåÖ=çåÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=óÉ~êK=cçê=ã~åó=ãáÖê~åí=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=áí=í~âÉë=êçìÖÜäó=íÜêÉÉ=óÉ~êë=íç=
~Çî~åÅÉ=çåÉ=Öê~ÇÉ=äÉîÉäK=E?råáíÉÇ=pí~íÉë=c~êã=ïçêâÉê=c~Åí=pÜÉÉíK?=píìÇÉåí=^Åíáçå=táíÜ=c~êã=
tçêâÉêëK=aìêÜ~ãI=kçêíÜ=`~êçäáå~KF=
=

_ó=íÜÉ=íáãÉ=íÜÉó=êÉ~ÅÜ=Ñáêëí=Öê~ÇÉI=ÑáÑíó=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ãáÖê~åí=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïáää=Ü~îÉ=Ñ~ääÉå=ÄÉäçï=
å~íáçå~ä=ëÅÜçä~ëíáÅ=~îÉê~ÖÉëK=qÜÉ=ã~àçêáíó=çÑ=Ñ~êã=ïçêâÉê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ïáää=åÉîÉê=Öê~Çì~íÉ=Ñêçã=
ÜáÖÜ=ëÅÜççäK=Ea~åáÉä=oçíÜÉåÄÉêÖI=táíÜ=qÜÉëÉ=e~åÇëW=qÜÉ=eáÇÇÉå=tçêäÇ=çÑ=jáÖê~åí=
c~êãïçêâÉêë=qçÇ~óKF=
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	 There are an estimated 900,000 migrant students. About 50% finish high school. ("Changing School With the Season," Christian Science Monitor. February 15, 2005)   In order to help support their families, many farm worker children drop out of school and work alongside their parents in the field. The average migrant child may attend three different schools during one academic year. For many migrant children, it takes roughly three years to advance one grade level. ("United States Farm worker Fact Sheet." Student Action With Farm Workers. Durham, North Carolina.)   By the time they reach first grade, fifty percent of migrant children will have fallen below national scholastic averages. The majority of farm worker children will never graduate from high school. (Daniel Rothenberg, With These Hands: The Hidden World of Migrant Farmworkers Today.)

