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Part II: How Can This Happen? 

Convention on the Rights of the Child: Background 
A summary of the convention with background information. 

Source: Campaign for the U.S. Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2007,  
http://www.childrightscampaign.org/ 
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te^q=fp=qeb=`lksbkqflk=lk=qeb=ofdeqp=lc=qeb=`efia\=
^ÇçéíÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=råáíÉÇ=k~íáçåë=dÉåÉê~ä=^ëëÉãÄäó=áå=NVUV=~åÇ=áåëíáíìíÉÇ=~ë=áåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=ä~ï=
áå=NVVMI=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=çå=íÜÉ=oáÖÜíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=`ÜáäÇ=E`o`F=áë=ïáÇÉäóJêÉÅçÖåáòÉÇ=~ë=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=
äÉÖ~ääó=ÄáåÇáåÖ=Üìã~å=êáÖÜíë=íêÉ~íóK==fí=ï~ë=Çê~ÑíÉÇ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=éìêéçëÉ=çÑ=ë~ÑÉÖì~êÇáåÖ=
~åÇ=~Çî~åÅáåÖ=íÜÉ=êáÖÜíë=çÑ=~ää=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=êÉÖ~êÇäÉëë=çÑ=å~íáçå~ä=ÄçìåÇ~êáÉëK===

qÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=éêáçêáíáòÉë=ÅÜáäÇÜççÇK==fí=ëÉíë=ÑçêíÜ=Ä~ëáÅ=ëí~åÇ~êÇë=ïÜáÅÜ=áåÇáîáÇì~ä=å~íáçåë=
~ÖêÉÉ=íç=éìêëìÉ=çå=ÄÉÜ~äÑ=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=éêçîáÇáåÖ=~ëëáëí~åÅÉ=íç=é~êÉåíë=~ë=íÜÉó=ÑìäÑáää=
ÅêáíáÅ~ä=ÅÜáäÇêÉ~êáåÖ=êÉëéçåëáÄáäáíáÉëK==qÜÉëÉ=åçêãë=êÉëí=çå=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçåÛë=Ñçìê=ìåÇÉêäóáåÖ=
éêáåÅáéäÉëW=NF=êáÖÜí=íç=ëìêîáî~äI=OF=êáÖÜí=íç=ÇÉîÉäçé=íç=íÜÉ=ÑìääÉëí=éçíÉåíá~äI=PF=êáÖÜí=íç=éêçíÉÅíáçå=
Ñêçã=~ÄìëÉI=åÉÖäÉÅíI=~åÇ=Éñéäçáí~íáçåI=~åÇ=QF=êáÖÜí=íç=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=Ñ~ãáäóI=Åìäíìê~äI=~åÇ=ëçÅá~ä=
äáÑÉK==

bãéÜ~ëáòáåÖ=íÜÉ=éêáã~Åó=~åÇ=áãéçêí~åÅÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=êçäÉ=~åÇ=~ìíÜçêáíó=çÑ=é~êÉåíëI=íÜÉ=íêÉ~íó=Å~ääë=
Ñçê=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíë=íç=êÉëéÉÅí=íÜÉ=êÉëéçåëáÄáäáíáÉëI=êáÖÜíëI=~åÇ=ÇìíáÉë=çÑ=é~êÉåíë=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=
ÇáêÉÅíáçå=~åÇ=ÖìáÇ~åÅÉ=íç=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK==få=~ÇÇáíáçåI=íÜÉ=`o`=Å~ääë=çå=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíë=íç=
ÇÉîÉäçé=~åÇ=áãéäÉãÉåí=éçäáÅáÉë=~åÇ=éêçÖê~ãë=íÜ~í=ÉåëìêÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Öêçï=ìé=áå=ëìééçêíáîÉ=
Ñ~ãáäó=~åÇ=Åçããìåáíó=ÉåîáêçåãÉåíë=íÜ~í=ÑçëíÉê=~å=~íãçëéÜÉêÉ=çÑ=Ü~ééáåÉëëI=äçîÉI=~åÇ=
ìåÇÉêëí~åÇáåÖK==

te^q=fp=qeb=pq^qrp=lc=qeb=`o`\=
^ë=çÑ=g~åì~êó=OMMTI=NVP=ÅçìåíêáÉë=Ü~îÉ=ê~íáÑáÉÇ=íÜÉ=`o`K==qÜÉ=rKpK=~åÇ=pçã~äá~N=~êÉ=íÜÉ=çåäó=
íïç=ãÉãÄÉêë=~=é~êíó=íç=íÜÉ=rk=íÜ~í=Ü~îÉ=åçí=ê~íáÑáÉÇ=íÜáë=ÅÉäÉÄê~íÉÇ=~ÖêÉÉãÉåíK=

^äíÜçìÖÜ=j~ÇÉäÉáåÉ=^äÄêáÖÜíI=~ÅíáåÖ=~ë=íÜÉ=rKpK=aÉäÉÖ~íÉ=íç=íÜÉ=rKkKI=ëáÖåÉÇ=íÜÉ=`o`=çå=
ÄÉÜ~äÑ=çÑ=mêÉëáÇÉåí=`äáåíçå=~åÇ=íÜÉ=råáíÉÇ=pí~íÉëI=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=Ü~ë=åçí=ÄÉÉå=Ñçêï~êÇÉÇ=íç=
íÜÉ=pÉå~íÉ=cçêÉáÖå=oÉä~íáçåë=`çããáííÉÉ=Ñçê=ÅçåëáÇÉê~íáçå=ÇìÉ=íç=éêçÅÉÇìê~ä=~åÇ=éçäáíáÅ~ä=
Ä~êêáÉêëK==mêçÅÉÇìê~ääóI=áí=áë=íÜÉ=ÖÉåÉê~ä=éçäáÅó=çÑ=íÜÉ=rKpK=íç=íÜçêçìÖÜäó=Éî~äì~íÉ=íÜÉ=
Åçåëíáíìíáçå~äáíó=~åÇ=éçíÉåíá~ä=áãé~Åí=çÑ=~=íêÉ~íó=éêáçê=íç=ÖáîáåÖ=áíë=ÅçåëÉåí=Ñçê=ê~íáÑáÅ~íáçåK==
jìÅÜ=äáâÉ=çìê=çïå=`çåëíáíìíáçå=ïÜáÅÜ=êÉèìáêÉë=àìÇáÅá~ä=áåíÉêéêÉí~íáçåI=íÜÉ=`o`=~äëç=êÉèìáêÉë=
áåíÉêéêÉí~íáçå=ïÜáÅÜ=åÉÅÉëëáí~íÉë=íÜáë=íóéÉ=çÑ=ÇáäáÖÉåí=~å~äóëáë=~åÇ=Éñ~ãáå~íáçåK==

 
1 At present, Somalia is without a functioning central government.  However, parties within the government 
structure have committed to signing and ratifying the CRC once the situation is rectified. 
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aìÉI=áå=é~êíI=íç=íÜáë=äÉåÖíÜó=êÉîáÉï=éêçÅÉëëI=áí=Å~å=í~âÉ=ëÉîÉê~ä=óÉ~êë=Ñçê=~=íêÉ~íó=íç=ÄÉ=ê~íáÑáÉÇI=
~åÇ=áÑ=íÜÉ=íêÉ~íó=áë=ÅçåíêçîÉêëá~ä=Eçê=ÇÉéáÅíÉÇ=~ë=ëìÅÜFI=áí=Å~å=ÄÉÅçãÉ=éçäáíáÅáòÉÇ=ïÜáÅÜ=çÑíÉå=
äÉåÖíÜÉåë=íÜÉ=éêçÅÉëë=ÉîÉå=ãçêÉK==cçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=çå=íÜÉ=mêÉîÉåíáçå=~åÇ=
mìåáëÜãÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=`êáãÉ=çÑ=dÉåçÅáÇÉ=íççâ=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=PM=óÉ~êë=íç=ÄÉ=ê~íáÑáÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=råáíÉÇ=
pí~íÉëI=~åÇ=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=çå=íÜÉ=bäáãáå~íáçå=çÑ=^ää=cçêãë=çÑ=aáëÅêáãáå~íáçå=^Ö~áåëí=tçãÉå=
E`ba^tFI=ïÜáÅÜ=ï~ë=ëáÖåÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=rKpK=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=OM=óÉ~êë=~ÖçI=ëíáää=Ü~ë=åçí=ÄÉÉå=ê~íáÑáÉÇK==
jçêÉçîÉêI=íÜÉ=rKpK=dçîÉêåãÉåí=ïáää=íóéáÅ~ääó=ÅçåëáÇÉê=çåäó=çåÉ=Üìã~å=êáÖÜíë=íêÉ~íó=~í=~=íáãÉK====

få=~ÇÇáíáçå=íç=íÜÉ=ÉñíÉåëáîÉ=~å~äóëáë=~åÇ=äÉåÖíÜó=ê~íáÑáÅ~íáçå=éêçÅÉëëI=ïáÇÉëéêÉ~Ç=
ãáëÅçåÅÉéíáçåë=~Äçìí=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçåDë=áåíÉåíI=éêçîáëáçåëI=~åÇ=éçíÉåíá~ä=áãé~Åí=EëÉÉ=íÜÉ=
ëÉÅíáçå=ÉåíáíäÉÇ=“jóíÜë=~åÇ=c~ÅíëÒ=Ñçê=ÑìêíÜÉê=áåÑçêã~íáçåF=Ü~îÉ=ÅêÉ~íÉÇ=çÄëí~ÅäÉë=íç=ãçîáåÖ=
íÜÉ=`o`=~ÜÉ~Ç=ÉñéÉÇáíáçìëäóK==qÜáë=Ü~ë=êÉëìäíÉÇ=áå=çééçëáíáçå=íç=íÜÉ=íêÉ~íó=ïáíÜáå=íÜÉ=pÉå~íÉ=
~åÇ=áå=ëçãÉ=ëÉÅíçêë=çÑ=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅK===

elt=e^p=qeb=`o`=_bbk=rpba=ql=ebim=`efiaobk\=
qÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=Ü~ë=áãéêçîÉÇ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåÛë=ïÉääJÄÉáåÖ=íÜêçìÖÜçìí=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=Äó=ÅÜ~ääÉåÖáåÖ=íÜÉ=
ï~ó=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíë=~åÇ=ÅáíáòÉåë=îáÉï=~åÇ=éêáçêáíáòÉ=íÜÉãK==fãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=`o`=Ü~ë=äÉÇ=
ÖçîÉêåãÉåíë=íç=ÅÜ~åÖÉ=~åÇ=Ñçêãìä~íÉ=ä~ïëI=éçäáÅáÉëI=~åÇ=éêçÖê~ãë=ïÜáÅÜ=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=
åÉÉÇë=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=áå=íÜÉáê=ÅçìåíêóK===

qÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=~êÉ=Éñ~ãéäÉë=çÑ=íÜÉ=áãé~Åí=íÜÉ=`o`=Ü~ë=Ü~Ç=çå=ê~íáÑóáåÖ=ÅçìåíêáÉëW==

 cê~åÅÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=råáíÉÇ=háåÖÇçã=Éå~ÅíÉÇ=åÉï=ä~ïë=ëéÉÅáÑóáåÖ=íÜ~í=ÄçíÜ=é~êÉåíëI=
êÉÖ~êÇäÉëë=çÑ=ã~êáí~ä=ëí~íìëI=~êÉ=àçáåíäó=êÉëéçåëáÄäÉ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ìéÄêáåÖáåÖ=çÑ=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK=

 pçìíÜ=^ÑêáÅ~=~åÇ=dÉêã~åó=é~ëëÉÇ=åÉï=äÉÖáëä~íáçå=íç=éêçíÉÅí=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ñêçã=ÄÉáåÖ=
îáÅíáãáòÉÇ=Äó=~ÄìëÉ=~åÇ=åÉÖäÉÅíK==

 fí~äó=áãéäÉãÉåíÉÇ=~=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=éêçîáëáçåë=êÉÖ~êÇáåÖ=íÜÉ=éêÉîÉåíáçå=~åÇ=É~êäó=
ÇÉíÉÅíáçå=çÑ=ÄáêíÜ=ÇÉÑÉÅíëK=

 få=sáÉíå~ãI=ä~ïë=áåëéáêÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=Ü~îÉ=ÜÉäéÉÇ=êÉÇìÅÉ=íÜÉ=áåÑ~åí=ãçêí~äáíó=
ê~íÉI=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=î~ÅÅáå~íÉÇ=Ñçê=ÅÜáäÇÜççÇ=áääåÉëëÉëI=~åÇ=áãéêçîÉ=
~ÅÅÉëë=íç=éêáã~êó=ëÅÜççä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=

 j~åó=ÅçìåíêáÉëI=ëìÅÜ=~ë=_çäáîá~I=`~ãÄçÇá~I=`Ü~ÇI=bä=p~äî~ÇçêI=dÜ~å~I=j~ä~óëá~I=~åÇ=
oçã~åá~I=êÉÑçêãÉÇ=íÜÉáê=éÉå~ä=ÅçÇÉë=Äó=Éå~ÅíáåÖ=åÉï=àìëíáÅÉ=ÅçÇÉë=Ñçê=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK===

elt=tlria=rKpK=o^qfcf`^qflk=_bkbcfq=`efiaobk\=
qÜÉ=rKpK=Ü~ë=ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÄÉëí=éêçÖê~ãë=~åÇ=ä~ïë=áå=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=íç=éêçíÉÅí=áíë=ÅÜáäÇêÉåK==
eçïÉîÉêI=íçç=ã~åó=rKpK=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=Ñ~ÅÉ=ÅçåëáÇÉê~ÄäÉ=~ÇîÉêëáíóK==lìê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ëìÑÑÉê=
Ñêçã=ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÜáÖÜÉëí=ê~íÉë=áå=íÜÉ=áåÇìëíêá~äáòÉÇ=ïçêäÇ=çÑ=éçîÉêíóI=ã~äíêÉ~íãÉåíI=ÜìåÖÉêI=
áåÑ~åí=ãçêí~äáíóI=íÉÉå=éêÉÖå~åÅóI=~åÇ=ÜçãáÅáÇÉI=ëìáÅáÇÉI=~åÇ=ÑáêÉ~êãJêÉä~íÉÇ=ÇÉ~íÜëK==
^ééêçñáã~íÉäó=çåÉ=áå=ÑáîÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=áå=íÜÉ=rKpK=äáîÉë=áå=éçîÉêíóK==lîÉê=U=ãáääáçå=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ä~Åâ=
~ÇÉèì~íÉ=ÜÉ~äíÜ=áåëìê~åÅÉK====
NKQ=ãáääáçå=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=Ü~îÉ=åç=éä~ÅÉ=íç=Å~ää=ÜçãÉK==táíÜáå=íÜÉáê=äçÅ~ä=ÅçããìåáíáÉëI=é~êÉåíë=~åÇ=
ëÅÜççä=çÑÑáÅá~äë=~ÇîçÅ~íÉ=íáêÉäÉëëäó=Ñçê=íÜÉ=åÉÉÇ=íç=éêáçêáíáòÉ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK==aÉëéáíÉ=íÜÉëÉ=ÉÑÑçêíëI=
ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=éêçÖê~ãë=ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=íç=ÉåëìêÉ=íÜ~í=åç=ÅÜáäÇ=áë=äÉÑí=ÄÉÜáåÇ=~êÉ=Åçåíáåìçìëäó=~åÇ=
ëÉîÉêÉäó=ìåÇÉêÑìåÇÉÇK==jçêÉ=Å~å=~åÇ=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ÇçåÉ=íç=éêçíÉÅí=çìê=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~åÇ=ÖáîÉ=íÜÉã=~=
ÅÜ~åÅÉ=~í=~=éêçãáëáåÖ=ÑìíìêÉK=
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få=íÜÉ=rKpKI=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçå=ïçìäÇ=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=~=ìëÉÑìä=Ñê~ãÉïçêâ=Ñêçã=ïÜáÅÜ=ÉäÉÅíÉÇ=çÑÑáÅá~äë=
ÅçìäÇ=ÅêÉ~íÉ=éçäáÅáÉë=~åÇ=éêçÖê~ãë=íÜ~í=~ÇÇêÉëë=íÜÉ=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=åÉÉÇë=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=~åÇ=Ñ~ãáäáÉëK==få=
~ÇÜÉêáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=êÉéçêíáåÖ=êÉèìáêÉãÉåíë=Åçåí~áåÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=`o`I=çìê=Åçìåíêó=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=
ÅçãéÉääÉÇ=íç=êÉ~ëëÉëë=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=çÑ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåÛë=ïÉääJÄÉáåÖ=áå=íÜÉ=rKpK=~åÇ=ìåÇÉêí~âÉ=ÅêìÅá~ä=
ÉÑÑçêíë=íç=áãéêçîÉ=íÜÉáê=äáîÉëK==^äíÜçìÖÜ=ÅêáíáÅë=ÇÉÅêó=íÜáë=î~äìÉ=~ë=ëóãÄçäáÅI=ëìééçêíÉêë=çÑ=íÜÉ=
`o`=ÄÉäáÉîÉ=íÜ~í=ÅÜáäÇÜççÇ=ÇÉëÉêîÉë=éêáçêáíáò~íáçå=Äó=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíK=

få=~ÇÇáíáçå=íç=íÜÉ=éçíÉåíá~ä=ÇçãÉëíáÅ=ÄÉåÉÑáíëI=rKpK=ê~íáÑáÅ~íáçå=ïçìäÇ=ÜÉäé=ÉåÜ~åÅÉ=çìê=êçäÉ=~ë=
~å=áåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=äÉ~ÇÉê=áå=Üìã~å=êáÖÜíëK==táíÜ=rKpK=ÉåÇçêëÉãÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=`o`I=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=ïçìäÇ=
ëí~åÇ=ìåáíÉÇ=áå=áíë=ìåáîÉêë~ääó=ëÜ~êÉÇ=Öç~ä=íç=éêçíÉÅí=~åÇ=éêçãçíÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉåÛë=ÄÉëí=áåíÉêÉëíëK==^ë=
~=é~êíó=íç=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçåI=íÜÉ=rKpK=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ÉäáÖáÄäÉ=íç=é~êíáÅáé~íÉ=áå=íÜÉ=`çããáííÉÉ=çå=íÜÉ=
oáÖÜíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=`ÜáäÇ=EíÜÉ=áåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=ÄçÇó=êÉëéçåëáÄäÉ=Ñçê=ãçåáíçêáåÖ=íÜÉ=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=
íÜÉ=`o`FK==^ë=~=ãÉãÄÉê=çÑ=íÜáë=`çããáííÉÉI=íÜÉ=rKpK=ÅçìäÇ=í~âÉ=~å=~ÅíáîÉ=êçäÉ=áå=ÉåÅçìê~ÖáåÖ=
ÑìêíÜÉê=éêçÖêÉëë=áå=ÅçìåíêáÉë=ïÜáÅÜ=Ü~îÉ=~äêÉ~Çó=ê~íáÑáÉÇ=íÜÉ=`çåîÉåíáçåK==tÉ=ïçìäÇ=~äëç=éä~ó=
~å=áãéçêí~åí=êçäÉ=áå=~ëëáëíáåÖ=áå=íÜÉ=Éå~ÅíãÉåí=çÑ=ÖäçÄ~ä=ëí~åÇ~êÇë=~åÇ=éçäáÅáÉë=íÜ~í=ë~ÑÉÖì~êÇ=
ÅÜáäÇêÉåK=
=

=

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
www.ourownbackyard.com Convention on the Rights of the Child Summary / 3 


